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Problem
• Commuter Students: 

• Social Involvement 

• Academic Involvement 

!

• Why? - Commuter Students academic and 
social decline.



Response

• Likins (1991) - Social 

• Kuh, Gonyea and Palmer (2001) - Academic

Research:



Background:Involvement

• Who: Likins 

• What: Involvement in campus activities  

• Why: Determine commuter students involvement  

• Where: Large public research universities 

• When: 1991   



Background: Education
• Who: Kuh, Gonyea and Palmer 

• What: Involvement in academic activities  

• Why: Determine commuter students involvement 
in academic activities 

• Where: 470 universities 

• When: 2001



Bloomsburg University
• Do Bloomsburg University commuter 

students participate in academic and/or 
social activities?



Method

• Interpret data by: 

• Surveying BU commuter students 

• Observing Public Spaces 

• Why I Did This? - Relatable and Idealistic



Findings: Survey
• Social Activities 

• Did not participate in social activities 

• Did not have a harder time meeting friend 

!

• Academic Activities 

• Participated in some academic activities 

• I asked “What academic activities have you participated in at BU? 

• Student 1 - Review sessions at ABLE, Office Hours, Tutors 

• Student 2 - Office Hours, Study Groups



Findings: Public Space
• Public Space: Commuter Lot 

• Time: 3 Separate Days 

• I found that the majority of commuter students 
only stay on campus until their classes are over 

• Commuter students attend academic activities 
while they are on campus for class



Conclusion: Social/
Academic

• Commuter students: 

• Rarely participate in social activities on campus 

• Spend most time on campus with academic 
activities 

• Attend things based on their academic schedule 

• Don't utilize spaces BU offers
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